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The Road Not Taken / Robert Frost
Basic Understanding
1. Which road is more appealing to the poet? Why?

2. What is the dilemma that the poet is facing? How does he solve it?

3. “In leaves no step had trodden black” – Explain the quotation in your own words.
What does the quotation show about the way?

4. “I doubted if I should ever come back” – Why is the poet doubtful about such a
possibility?
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5. Circle the correct answer to complete the sentence.
Early that morning the two roads lay in front of the traveler
a. looking barren.
b. unspoiled and covered with yellow leaves.
c. covered with black, trodden leaves.
d. covered in snow.

6. The poet knows that once he has chosen a road his decision is final:
“Yet knowing how way leads on to way, I doubted if I should ever come back.”
Why does the poet feel this way?

7. Circle the correct answer to complete the sentence.
The poets regrets
a. being alone in the wood.
b. having to choose only one way.
c. having to follow a trodden path.
d. having chosen the most trodden path.

8. The two roads were different but actually they had many things in common.
a. Mention TWO such facts.
i.
ii.

b. How did this fact influence the choice of the poet?

8
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9. Circle the correct answer to complete the sentence.
When making his decision the traveler knew
a. he could return to the same point someday.
b. he would have a chance to travel that road on another occasion.
c. he could never return to the same point.
d. he would be able to look further down the road some other day.

10. The traveler was more attracted by one way “because it was grassy and wanted
wear.” What does this description show about the way? Explain.

11. “Somewhere ages and ages hence” – what does this time description show about
the decision in the traveler’s life?

12 “as just as fair” means
a. more beautiful
b. more comfortable
c. less comfortable
d. equally nice

13. What is the “better claim” that one road has on the other in the eyes of the poet?
a. It was shorter.
b. It was covered in yellow leaves.
c. It was less trodden.
d. It was more trodden.
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14. The poet says about his choice of a road: “and that has made all the difference.”
What does he mean by this?

15. “Yet, knowing how way leads on to way” – What does the poet mean by this? What
is the influence it has on the choice he has just made?

Analysis
1. “Two roads diverged in the yellow wood.” The quotation suggests a dilemma that the
traveler is facing. Explain the dilemma.

10
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2. “Two roads diverged in the yellow wood.”
a. What do the two roads represent in the poem?

b. Explain the metaphor of the yellow wood and its role in the poet’s life.

3. “I shall be telling this with a sigh” – What does this quotation show about his feelings
at present?
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4. The poet cannot see too far when he looks down the way that he thinks is the most
appealing.
What is the obstacle on the way and what is its significance?

Interpretation
1. a. One of the roads is more trodden. What does it show about the road? How does
this realization influence the poet’s choice?

b. The poet chooses the road that few people take. What are the reasons for his
choice?

12
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2. a. While making his decision the traveler realizes there is no way back. What is the
influence of this decision on his life?

b. Why is the poem called The Road Not Taken? What are the implications of this
name on the poet’s life?

3. a. In the first stanza the poet says he feels sorry while in the last stanza he is telling
the story “with a sigh”? What are the reasons for his sorrow on each one of the
occasions?
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b. The mood of the poem is nostalgic. Explain why.

Extended HOTS
1. For this question, choose ONE of the thinking skills from the Appendix (ēĠĝĜ) on page 153.
OR any thinking skill studied in class. Use this thinking skill when answering the question.
(10 points for the content of the answer, 5 points for the correct use of the thinking skill)

“Then took the other, as just as fair.”
What affected the traveler’s decision?
Thinking skill I chose:
ANSWER:

14
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2. For this question, choose ONE of the thinking skills from the Appendix (ēĠĝĜ) on page 153.
OR any thinking skill studied in class. Use this thinking skill when answering the question.
(10 points for the content of the answer, 5 points for the correct use of the thinking skill)

“I doubted if I should ever come back.”
The traveler’s intentions differ from the outcome of his choice. Explain in what way.
Thinking skill I chose:
ANSWER:

3. For this question, choose ONE of the thinking skills from the Appendix (ēĠĝĜ) on page 153.
OR any thinking skill studied in class. Use this thinking skill when answering the question.
(10 points for the content of the answer, 5 points for the correct use of the thinking skill)

“I should be telling this with a sigh.”
What are the traveler’s regrets as he looks back on his decision?
Thinking skill I chose:
ANSWER:
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4. For this question, choose ONE of the thinking skills from the Appendix (ēĠĝĜ) on page 153.
OR any thinking skill studied in class. Use this thinking skill when answering the question.
(10 points for the content of the answer, 5 points for the correct use of the thinking skill)

“And sorry that I couldn’t travel both.”
What are the traveler’s hesitations and doubts which lead him to his choice?
Thinking skill I chose:
ANSWER:

5. For this question, choose ONE of the thinking skills from the Appendix (ēĠĝĜ) on page 153.
OR any thinking skill studied in class. Use this thinking skill when answering the question.
(10 points for the content of the answer, 5 points for the correct use of the thinking skill)

“Oh, I kept the first for another day.”
Is the traveler really going to travel the other road? How does this intention help him
justify his choice?
Thinking skill I chose:
ANSWER:
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